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The Italian land of dolce vita

English
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Romagna, pleased to meet you. 

Everyone is familiar with Romagna as a land of beauty and warmth, 
of castles and music, of engines and flavours: suspended between the 
land and water, it is a place that is constantly balancing its rural spirit 
with its maritime heart.

It is a land of a thousand facets, 

in each of them, there is a service for those who choose to appreciate 
its beauty and enjoy an unforgettable experience each time. 

It is a land with a thousand-year history, 

where the legacy of the Roman Empire affords every town and city 
tradition and culture: an important history from which to learn 
every day, in order to look towards a future built on humanity and 
innovation.

It is a land where people live well, 

whose vocation to tourism is a hallmark famed around the world, a 
land that offers landscapes waiting to be discovered that are always 
different and new, the perfect backdrop for a population whose 
calling card is a warm, friendly smile.
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By car
A14 Bologna - Bari motorway
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By train
Trenitalia www.trenitalia.com 
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www.bahn.com
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Between the land and the sea, constantly balancing its 
rural spirit and maritime heart, in Romagna any time is 
the right time to enjoy the sea and its numerous facets. 
In the summer, the beaches offer lots of wellness 
activities and endless opportunities for fun and 
relaxation for the young and old alike, whilst in winter 
they acquire a charm that is at times hypnotic and in 
the blink of an eye, visitors can go on a horse ride along 
the coast, swept away by the roar of the surf. Living 
with our feet in the sand and embracing the emotions 
that each day the sea rewards us with. 

A merry-go-round everyone loves to get on, from 
the very young to the young at heart: the Riviera 
of Romagna has always meant fun, relaxation and 
experiences that fuel the emotions.

With our feet 
in the sand
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In Romagna, everyone can find their dimension, from 
the dawn of a new day, until sunset. For all tastes, for 
all ages, the Riviera of Romagna is an unforgettable 
experience. 

1.
A nest for families 
on the coast

Having fun is serious business

In Romagna, having fun is serious business: well-
equipped beaches, games that fill the spacious cabins 
with colours, beach attendants always ready to keep 
bathers safe. A concentration of energy and serenity, 
as the sky is reflected in the sea and every new day is 
a day to remember. Beaches that are accessible for all, 
where our four-legged friends can run free in areas 
specially set aside for them. Beaches that respect the 
environment, where kids are safe to have fun, building 
sandcastles and diving into the sea. In Romagna, fun 
never ends: a stone’s throw from the sea, there is 
always an amusement park waiting to be discovered.

Child-friendly beaches 

They run fast, enjoy every dive into the sea, you can 
hear them screaming with joy when they see the games: 
each year, it is the kids who enjoy unique experiences 
on the beaches of the Riviera, where the two capital 
“S” have always reigned supreme - Serenity and Safety. 
Every bathing establishment has games areas and fun 
parks with babysitting services and entertainment. 
Because a safe holiday, is a serene holiday!
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2.
Notes by night

Sounds and emotions 

Concerts at dawn, as the sun welcomes the new day, 
a refined aperitif at sunset: unique and unforgettable 
experiences. Tunes and melodies that echo around 
the sea, where you can feel the sense of freedom and 
lightness that accompanies life in Romagna every day.  

Rhythm that never wanes

Having fun with music, on the beach, from the first 
rays of the morning sun through to evening, without 
realising the time passing. Dancing with our feet in the 
sand, enjoying a drink with friends. Belting out songs 
until dawn, knowing that the new day will be waiting to 
reward us with new and intense emotions.  

From morning to evening, in Romagna there is always 
good reason to celebrate and enjoy excellent music in 
great company. Because music has always been part of 
this land, chosen by numerous Italian and international 
artists. 
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3.
A beach 
of pure energy 

Romagna means relaxation, fun and great sport and 
fitness opportunities: breathing in the sea air, the beach 
becomes a natural gym for keeping in shape and looking 
after yourself.
In this land of wellness, any time of the day is the perfect 
time for doing a little physical activity. 

Becoming kids 
again is child’s play

Playing and having fun as only kids know how; here 
every adult can reawaken their inner child thanks to 
water parks, festivals and educational theme events.

Moments 
of pure wellness

Recreating harmony by taking care 
of yourself is the first gesture of 
love. Beach establishments on the 
Riviera are kitted out with gym 
equipment and offer fitness and 
yoga lessons on the seashore. There 
are also large whirlpool tubs and 
wellness spas, for moments of pure 
pleasure. 

Between the waves 
and dunes

Sand is the realm of beach versions of lots of sports 
- volleyball, basketball, soccer, tennis and frisbee - the 
only rule is having fun! And then the sea, ideal for a 
number of water sports, like windsurfing, kitesurfing, 
canoeing and paddle boarding.
Challenging the waves and riding their power is a thrill 
that’s within easy reach. 

Did you know?

Romagna, land of water. From the spas on the 
coast that exploit the beneficial properties 
of salt water and the sun, to those in the hills 
where the spring waters, discovered by the 
ancient Romans, help visitors find renewed 
energy and wellness.



14 15

The beach is always fascinating, both in summer and 
winter. That is when its wildest beauty captivates all 
those who come to breathe in the sea air and clear their 
minds, rediscovering inner peace. 

4. 
The unexpected 
charm of the beaches

Enchanting 
all year round

With the first rays of sun that announce the arrival of 
spring, Romagna awakes from winter with a whirlwind 
of events that open the new summer season. Flying 
kites on the beach, playing beach volleyball on the wet 
sand and regattas are unforgettable moments that 
prepare everyone for the warmer months ahead.

Sand, 
sea and dreams

So free and wild, the beach changes when the weather 
gets colder, no longer hiding its beauty.
It is enchanting when it turns white, after snow comes 
knocking at our doors or when it is the undisputed 
focus of Christmas thanks to the Nativity scenes that 
each year become veritable works of art, attracting 
thousands of tourists. 
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The land 
of champions 

For everyone in Romagna, cycling is like a religion. 
Amateurs, professionals and enthusiasts, not a single 
weekend goes by without us getting on our bikes and 
cycling along the roads of this land that is so generous, 
with its hills and long expanses on which to ride freely, 
enjoying the fragrances of the sea on the horizon. 

Living as if we were always on holiday, cycling along 
ever-changing itineraries, from the more gruelling 
that take all day, to the easier ones that take just a few 
hours. Surrounded by an ever-changing landscape that 
spans from the tranquil countryside near Ferrara to the 
relaxing coastal stretch, to the gentle hills near Rimini 
and the steep slopes of the Apennines.

Along the roads of Romagna, as light as the wind, 
cycling between the coast and the hills, through 
nature and history, discovering a territory that is like 
an oil painting. This is the land of champions. 

Passion for cycling: that’s what made Marco Pantani 
the Pirate, one of the sport’s unforgettable champions, 
who helped us dream thanks to his incredible uphill 
breakaway attacks. Here, throughout the year, 
professionals and enthusiasts train to compete in the 
top competitions and fight it out in long-distance races, 
like the legendary Nove Colli: truly unmissable events, 
thanks also to the presence of hundreds of sports clubs 
dedicated to training new talents.  
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It is in spring, when nature reawakens and the landscape 
comes back to life after a long winter that on the roads 
of the Po Delta Park it is possible to admire the colours 
of its flora and fauna. Intoxicated by the breeze on the 
longest cycle path in Italy, that stretches 125 km along 
the right bank of the Po, it is possible to cross Romagna 
from its western tip in the Province of Ferrara, east 
towards the Po River Delta and the Adriatic Sea. 

1.
Cycling towards 
a wonderful park 

Cycling towards 
the Po Delta Park

Where the allure of nature merges with charming 
villages and small towns rich in culture and history, the 
Po Delta Park is an enchanted land. Starting in the city 
of Ferrara, the undisputed homeland of the bicycle, 
it is impossible not to lose yourself in the landscapes, 
perennially suspended between the land and sea, 
where the flight of flamingos and the call of the deer 
make every ride a moment of pure pleasure. 

Did you know?

Pomposa Abbey, in the Po Delta plain, 
is a monastic complex that, after 
the year 1000, became one of the 
most important spiritual and cultural 
centres in Italy. Guido da Pomposa, 
better known as Guido d’Arezzo, 
inventor of the modern system 
for notating music, lived within its 
walls. What remains of the original 
abbey are Palazzo della Ragione, 
the church and the magnificent bell 
tower. The complex is a masterpiece 
of Romanesque art, well worth 
visiting also for the splendid frescoes 
it houses. 

Guided 
by the River Po

It is the great river that indicates the way to the sea, along 
paths and trails that are a pure delight. Beaches, oases, salt 
mines and pine forests give life to a mix of natural worlds and 
landscapes, constantly suspended between the land and 
fresh and sea water, with its legacy of the historic and artistic 
traditions of life in the delta and the surrounding cities. 
Boat trips and bike trails make it easy to visit the Valleys of 
Comacchio and discover all their natural beauty.
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2.
Along 
the salt road

Salt roads are not simple paths or trails, but authentic 
experiences that take us from Cervia to Comacchio, 
hurtling through Ravenna to the enchanted landscape 
of the Po Delta Park. In the heart of Romagna, the salt 
mines and their history are the “white gold” that helped 
the city of Cervia to flourish in 1274, when trading in 
salt began. 

Intense flavours, 
delightful cycle rides

Between the salt mines and pine forests, from Cervia 
to Comacchio, what stands out is the delicious flavour 
of eels, the lightness of clams, the fragrance of fried 
seafood and the intensity of grilled anchovies seasoned 
with lemon zest.

Did you know?

The ‘Gran Fondo del Sale’ has 
become a traditional early-season 
appointment for amateur cyclists. For 
the bravest, there is the opportunity 
to tackle a fairly difficult 165 km long 
distance race that has four hills that 
should be treated with kid gloves.
It isn’t just something to tackle with 
a competitive spirit, it is also possible 
to plan several stops: either way, 
reaching the end will be extremely 
satisfying. 

Discovering 
“white gold”

The Salt Mine of Cervia, a station in the south of the Po 
Delta Park, which has always been known as the “City 
of White Gold” and that reached its splendour under 
the influence of Venice, boasts an ancient history.
It still produces salt using ancient methods; this is done 
“in differentiated basins”, in other words, by moving 
seawater from one basin to another, combining the 
action of the sun and the wind. Salt is harvested once 
a year in August and what is produced is a sweet whole 
salt, ideal for cooking and now a select ingredient used 
by award-winning chefs. 
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3.
The inland’s 
dual soul

From the sea to the hills and as far as the Apennines, 
the lands between Forlì and Cesena are a succession of 
nature and culture, a delightful, ever-changing sequence 
of environments and buildings. Hills and mountains, 
the dual soul of the inland area near Forlì embraces all 
cycling enthusiasts, from those who choose the more 
demanding route, to those who wouldn’t turn their 
nose up at regenerating stops, because the beauty of 
Romagna is a gift for all. 

Did you know?

Surrounded by nature, a thrilling 
cycle ride in any season winds its 
way along the roads that Marco 
Pantani cycled on every day.
Romagna is a land of cyclists and 
every local had a soft spot for this 
unforgettable champion. 
The “Pirate” cycled along many 
roads, but the one he preferred 
was the one from Rimini to 
Montevecchio, legendary “Pantani’s 
Peak”. The climb is epic: Marco 
Pantani went there almost every 
day, starting from his home in

Cesenatico. Getting there is 
easy; just a few kilometres from 
Cesena, follow Savio Valley as 
far as Borello then climb steeply, 
amid cherry trees, along a 
narrow road. Kilometres of pure, 
demanding cycling. The route 
climbs as far as  the slab set in 
stone dedicated to the legendary 
cyclist. It bears a photograph 
of Marco Pantani taken in the 
pink jersey during the 1998 Giro 
d’Italia, the year he also won the 
Tour de France.  

On the slopes 
of the Apennines

The gently-rolling hills give way to 
the harsh mountains: in the deepest 
inland areas of the Province of Forlì 
soar the Apennines that are a delight 
to climb by bicycle, preferably by 
mountain bike. But the mountains, 
like the sea, never fail to reward great 
effort, with the enchanting natural 
beauty of the National Park of the 
Casentine Forests, Mount Falterona 
and Campigna.

Cycling 
and relaxing

Even the greatest cycling 
e n t h u s i a s t s  l i ke  t o  p a m p e r 
themselves now and then.
In this land of wellness, between 
Fratte and Castrocaro, enjoy the 
relaxation offered by the thermal 
spas that still echo with the 
splendour of the Roman Empire.
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On dirt tracks and roads, cycling quickly along the hills 
into the wide Marecchia and Conca Valleys. Constantly 
climbing and descending roads that castles, fortresses, 
towers and bell towers have stood on for thousands of 
years: nature, history, art and gastronomy and spectacular 
landscape that is a myriad of shades of green, always 
silently embraced by the sea. 

4.
Where the sea 
embraces the hills

A delicious 
cycle ride

Living in Romagna means being constantly suspended 
between the fragrances of the land and the sea.
A cycle ride, from the Riviera to the inland area near 
Rimini, almost always becomes a culinary experience 
to share with fellow cyclists. Piada, still warm, a river 
of cappelletti in broth and ever-present Sangiovese red 
wine.

Cycling the lands 
of the Malatesta and the Montefeltro

Experiencing history while cycling, immersed in the 
memory of the Malatesta and Montefeltro families 
whose legacy can be found throughout Romagna. 
Imposing fortresses and charming villages - from San 
Leo to Montefiore, from Verucchio to Santarcangelo 
- are alive with the roar of the troops of Sigismondo 
Pandolfo Malatesta, Lord of Rimini and Federico da 
Montefeltro, Duke of Urbino, who fought over these 
beautiful lands between the Middle Ages and the 
Renaissance. 
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Every town 
has a castle 

Wars and revolts, feuds and alliances: from mediaeval 
times to the Renaissance, Romagna was the protagonist 
of many bloody attacks and defensive strategies. 
Towers, fortresses and impressive castles tower over 
the land, and are the timeless testament of an area that 
was fought over, which exudes the allure of thousands 
of years of history.

A land of castles and fortresses, that was exposed to 
attacks which it had to fend off during the Middle Ages 
and the Renaissance, everything in Romagna speaks of 
the greatness of the Malatesta Dynasty, of the Lords of 
Faenza and Forlì, and of ‘Delizie’, the Estense villas. 
It is an expanse of castles that preserves the memories 
of our land, and of the people who made it great. 

It is a pleasure to wander through the hilltop towns 
of the Marecchia and Conca Valleys, the setting of 
the lengthy struggle for land between the Malatesta 
and Montefeltro dynasties. The echoes of the battles 
and the cries of victory fade and become calmer and 
quieter in the area of Ferrara, where the House of Este 
used to stay in the ‘Delizie’, the Estense villas. Castles 
and fortresses speak of the deeds of the Manfredi and 
Ordelaffi Lords, who were ever ready to defend their 
land.

From the coast to the inland area, fortified Romagna is 
an expanse of castles, fortresses and towers, evidence 
of a millennial history.
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The long and violent feud that involved the Houses of 
Malatesta and Montefeltro left a lasting mark on our 
land. In a setting of lush vegetation stand fortresses 
that exude a timeless fascination; impressive castles 
and fortified hamlets are a testament to the unrest of 
those years and to all its other aspects as well. 

1.
Valleys and castles: 
a testament to the   
supremacy of the Malatesta

Sigismondo Malatesta, 
a man of power 

In the heart of Rimini stands the symbol of power and 
strength of the man thanks to whom, more than any 
other, the name of the Malatesta became immortal, 
Sismondo Castle, which was commissioned by 
Sigismondo Pandolfo. 
Filippo Brunelleschi took part in the designing of the 
building, and, to this day, the impressive architecture 
and high walls recall the most splendid years of the 
House of Malatesta, housing timeless exhibitions, it 
will also be the seat of Federico Fellini International 
Museum. 

In Cesena, Domenico Malatesta bequeathed 
the Malatesta Library to the city. It is a veritable 
masterpiece and the first town library in Italy. It was 
designed in the 15th century by Architect Matteo Nuti 
from Fano, a disciple of Leon Battista Alberti. It is a 
cultural jewel, which today numbers nearly 250,000 
books. 

Two valleys, 
one great history 

The setting of the long feud with the Dukes of Urbino, 
the Montefeltro, the Conca and Marecchia Valleys 
speak to us of the military power of the Malatesta 
dynasty. In a landscape of rolling hills and enchanting 
old hamlets, the San Leo Fortress stands out, shrouded 
by the legend of Cagliostro, as it dominates the two 
valleys, the lands that were besieged by the Medici 
from Florence. 

The seignories and valleys dotted with fortresses 
were mentioned by Dante, who, in Verucchio 
Fortress came across Mastin Vecchio, the forefather 
of the House of Malatesta, and father to Paolo, 
Francesca’s immortal love. 
The past and present blend continuously in the echoes 
of stories and legends that have inspired many artists 
and poets.
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2.
‘Delizie’, the Estense villas:
the cradle of culture

During the course of its lengthy domination, the Duchy 
of the Estensi, made Ferrara a great Renaissance city, 
and a cultural and artistic centre.
The ’Delizie’, the Estense villas, became a place for 
the writers and intellectuals of the time to meet and 
exchange ideas. The most beautiful and resplendent 
part of Romagna extends through the area of Ferrara 
among towers, strongholds, and fortresses which have 
been keeping watch over the Delta of the River Po for 
millennia. 

In the heart 
of Ferrara

A city that is suspended between medieval times 
and the Renaissance, Ferrara is to be experienced 
and enjoyed, not just talked about. Recognized as a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site, it was shaped by the 
Estense Family, who governed the area between 
the 13th and 16th centuries. Veritable jewels of 
architecture are the Estense Castle, which was built in 
the 15th century, with the striking beauty of its white 
marble and terracotta bricks, the Town Hall, and the 
Cathedral of Saint George, a testament to the medieval 
period in Ferrara, and the Palazzo dei Diamanti, with 
its characteristic façade that is decorated with 8,500 
pink and white marble stones with a diamond-shaped 
tip, whose hues change according to the sunlight, and 
which today houses the National Art Gallery.

Discovering 
the ‘Delizie’, the Estense villas 

Country residences, peaceful places of rest for the 
House of Este, the name ‘Delizie’ is self-explanatory, 
as it is a true delight to wander around the simple, yet 
refined architecture of the buildings, and imagine the 
times when they were the heart and cradle of the Italian 
Renaissance. The ‘Delizie’, the Estense villas, represent 
an enjoyable experience that lends colour and elegance 
to the whole of the Ferrara area.

The MEIS 
and the remembrance of the Shoah 

Ferrara and Hebraism, a history that is centuries long, is 
characterised by the institution of the Ghetto in 1627, 
where most of the economic life of the Hebrew community 
took place. It was closed in 1859, but it was to all intents 
and purposes reopened the day after the introduction of 
the racial laws, a period during which many Jews came to 
Ferrara looking for shelter thanks to the presence in town 
of Italo Balbo.
A precious testament to Hebraism in Ferrara is no doubt 
the MEIS, the National Museum of Italian Hebraism and of 
the Shoah, which is dedicated to the history of the Jews and 
of the Shoah in Italy, and which is also a place that promotes 
events, meetings and exhibitions and houses a collection of 
cult objects from Hebrew ceremonies.
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3.
Ravenna, 
Dante’s refuge

It is in the tercets of the Divine Comedy that medieval Ravenna is recounted 
in all its beauty and importance during the rule of the Da Polenta. The Great 
Poet found refuge for his tired limbs in this very city and was welcomed 
by Guido Novello of the Polenta family, and here he wrote the last verses 
of his masterpiece. Ravenna and its monuments, which are kissed by the 
sun and embraced by the sea, are the setting of a tragic love story that 
we are still moved by and recall to this day: the death of Francesca Da 
Polenta, who was killed by her husband Gianciotto Malatesta, for having 
had the courage to follow her heart and yield to the love of Paolo Il Bello, 
Gianciotto’s brother.

Did you know?

The magnificent Fortress of Brisighella, 
which has been splendidly preserved, 
was built in 1310 by Francesco 
Manfredi, Lord of Faenza. Today, it 
is a prizeworthy example of military 
architecture that dates back to the 
period between the Middle Ages and 
the Renaissance. From the towers, 
there is a view of the whole valley. It 
is accessed by a short path that runs 
along the tall town walls, which leads 
to the main gate, that faces a small 
garden that overhangs the town. 

From there you can see the clock tower 
opposite, another symbol of Brisighella, 
which stands on one of three chalk hills 
that dominate the town. The “small 
tower” is the ideal place to house a 
museum that speaks of the relation 
between mankind and chalk, thanks 
to the impressive architecture of 
the setting, and to the availability of 
indoor areas in which no permanent 
exhibitions have been set up until now.

Brancaleone Fortress,
a symbol of Venetian domination

Brancaleone Fortress is a symbol of Venetian 
domination and the only example of a city fortification 
in Ravenna. And it is in this building that vestiges of 
the medieval period in Ravenna are housed, from the 
domination of the Papal State, to the elegant buildings 
of the Da Polenta, up to the Republic of Venice, which 
constructed the fortress in the mid-15th century.
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Romagna was a land of attacks and lootings: the Adriatic, 
with its commerce and exchanges was also the setting 
of wars and lootings which were carried out by Turkish 
pirates for a long time.
Defence of the area was entrusted to the Venetian naval 
fleet and to the towers built by the Papal State. A place 
that recalls the memory of those violent times of unrest 
surface again, with the sound of the garrison warning of 
the imminent danger from pirates, and the breathless 
dash of the citizens looking for shelter.

4. 
The echo 
of pirates 

A sea 
to defend 

In the years that saw Romagna as a centre of commerce 
and flourishing markets, the sea was a thoroughfare to 
defend by all means. For this reason, many fortifications 
were built along the coast, among which, the Tower in 
Bellaria-Igea Marina still stands out today, proud and 
powerful, by the sea. The three-storey building is solid 
and impressive, but only upon entering it and climbing 
its spiral staircase can you hear the echoes of the 
ancient battles, the excitement of those alarming times, 
and the shouts of unscrupulous looters blending with 
the cries of people pleading for mercy.

A tower 
for salt 

Cervia, too, the city of “white gold”, had to defend itself 
from the raids of the Turks and Saracens. In the town 
centre, Count Michelangelo Maffei commissioned the 
construction of San Michele Tower, which served to 
defend the city and its most precious treasure, salt. It 
is a veritable fort, with a lavish parade ground on top, a 
solid stronghold against bandits and looters.

Did you know?

The upper floors of the Saracen Tower 
in Bellaria are home to the Shell 
Museum, a malacology exhibition that 
presents finds from the “Desideri di 
Roma” collection. Here visitors can 
admire a huge quantity of shells and 
skeletons of marine organisms, turtle 
shells and lots of other inhabitants of 
the ocean floor. The exhibition also 
boasts nautiluses from the Indian 
Ocean, Triton snails/sea snails, pearl 
oysters and rare instruments and 
equipment, pieces from all around the 
world that are the foundations of our 
natural heritage. 

Did you know?

Romagna has always been a 
land of conquest, and today, just 
inland from the sea, the rolling 
hills are still presided by elegant 
fortresses, massive fortifications, 
and evocative fortified hamlets 
that are imbued with the history of 
the Italian Renaissance.
Along the River Conca, stands 
the hill-top village of Mondaino, 
a fascinating place, especially 
during the “Palio del Daino” which 
magically takes visitors back in 
time. The beautiful city walls 
are very evocative; the outer 
perimeter which is almost intact 
and part of the thirteen towers, 
surround the hamlet and the 
Palatium, like the fortified keep of 
Sismondo Castle in Rimini, which 
was built by the same famous 
warlord.
The city walls are accessed 
through fifteenth-century Marina 
Gateway, which faces the sea: the 
elegant and unusual round square 
you will encounter is a veritable 
delight to perceive. 
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The wonder 
of nature

Nature and silence, fascinating traditions and pure 
beauty: Romagna is home to Sasso Simone and 
Simoncello Regional Nature Park, situated in the heart 
of the Montefeltro area.  The poet Tonino Guerra called 
it “a place where the noise of the green waves reaches 
your ears and gives you a sense of timelessness”.

Fascinating caves, surrounded by sounds from the past, 
between the Vene del Gesso and Onferno, access gate 
to the Inferno lauded by the great poet Dante Alighieri.

Romagna is home to the National Park of the Casentine 
Forests, Mount Falterona and Campigna, a jewel of 
unspoilt beauty where, surrounded by wonderful 
colours and fragrances, visitors can walk through 
ancient beech woods and nature reserves that maintain 
the territory’s integrity. 

Nature that varies depending on the corner 
of Romagna you choose to visit.
The sea that embraces the land, whilst the 
inland area hides the wonders of often 
unspoilt natural settings, waiting to amaze 
with their vitality, sounds and colours. 
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The history of the park began years ago: Sasso Simone and Simoncello 
was a refuge for local populations during Langobard and Byzantine raids, 
but the bitter climate made a stable settlement here difficult. It was the 
strategic nature of the site to attract the area’s main “urban planners”: the 
Benedictines in the 12th century, the Malatesta in the 15th century and 
the Medici in the late 16th century. Today, fascinating traces remain of 
man’s attempt to tame nature; tanks for collecting rainwater, ruins of the 
defensive walls and under the dense vegetation, remains of the road the 
quarters once stood on. 

1.
Sasso Simone 
and Simoncello Park 

The Turkey Oak Wood, 
a green jewel

From the edge of Sasso Simoncello plain it is possible 
to admire one of the park’s natural wonders, the turkey 
oak wood spanning from the foot of the two mountains, 
to Cantoniera Pass in Carpegna. It is considered one of 
the largest turkey oak woods in Europe, with trees that 
are over 30 years old. There are many lush tree species 
in this enchanted place: from turkey oak, the most 
common, to hornbeam, field maple, wild service, beech 
and sycamore. 

MUSSS Museum, 
the spectacle of nature

At the foot of the western slope of Mount Carpegna 
is the imposing village of Pennabilli, the union of two 
ancient castles; the castle of Billi on “the cliff” and 
the castle of Penna on “the rocky crag”. This historic 
municipality is located in Sasso Simone and Simoncello 
Regional Nature Park, which boasts numerous nature 
trails and trekking itineraries to suit all tastes. The 
Natural History Museum was inaugurated here in 
2004; it houses a spectacular permanent exhibition of 
dioramas, showing the park’s main animal species in 
their natural habitats, all of which have been faithfully 
reconstructed. The numerous species of fauna on 
display include the owl, the barn owl, the long-eared 
owl and the tawny owl, as well as the European wildcat 
and the Apennine wolf, the latter two of particular 
significance. 
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A refuge far from blaring car horns, smog and work. The National Park 
of the Casentine Forests instils a sense of peace with nature and the 
environment. Fragrances, majestic trees, all-embracing leaves… it is easy 
to be overcome by its beauty and the streams flowing here. 

2.
Lose yourself 
in the Casentine Forests

A green 
wonder

From Bagno di Romagna you can access to the National 
Park of the Casentine Forests, Mount Falterona and 
Campigna covers a total of approximately 36,000 
acres, equally divided between the regions of Emilia 
Romagna and Tuscany, comprising territories in the 
Provinces of Forlì-Cesena, Arezzo and Florence.
The ancient beechwoods of Sasso Fratino National 
Park and Integral Reserve have made the UNESCO 
World Heritage Site list: ancient, robust trees are the 
pride of unspoilt Romagna. Over the years, for many 
scholars, Sasso Fratino has become a natural workshop 
where visitors can learn how the ecosystems work and 
thus, develop strategies for maintaining biodiversity. 
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Forest fragrances

Imposing forests, filled with mixed-tree woods, cover 
almost the entire territory of the park, to the extent it 
could be crossed in its entirety without every leaving 
the lush and rich green blanket that envelops it. Ancient 
forests steeped in history, where the relationship with 
man is deeply-rooted and has been well-documented 
since 1012, when St. Romuald founded the Camaldolese 
Order of Monks here; for centuries they were the 
custodians and managers of this heritage.
These lush forests provided the precious timber for the 
framework of monumental works such as Florence’s 
huge Duomo or the long, straight beams for the ships of 
the Pisan fleet. These forests boast fascinating colours, 
with a myriad of shades of green that explode, in 
autumn, into wonderful patches of amber and red; full 
of meditative silences that in the blink of an eye become 
astonishing noises, offering visitors the opportunity for 
sightings to be talked about for years. 

Discovering nature reserves

Nature reserves are natural protected areas that boast 
the presence of one or more natural elements, such as 
species of fauna and flora or ecosystems, that stand out 
for their particular importance from a naturalistic point 
of view and that therefore, play a key role in preserving 
biodiversity. The park boasts seven National Nature 
Reserves. 
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Fauna, the beating heart 
of the park

The park’s main hallmark is its great wealth and 
variety of fauna, including several species of particular 
scientific interest. The huge expanse of woodland, 
the presence of many types of particularly large 
trees of different ages, the existence of diversified 
environments and different types of vegetation and 
the scarcity of human settlements are all features that 
make it an excellent habitat for both vertebrate and 
invertebrate wild fauna: deer, fallow deer, roe deer, 
wild boar and mouflons - as well as wolves.
Meanwhile, the varied birdlife comprises about a 
hundred nesting species.  

Unexpected flora

Age-old fir woods, beechwoods and sycamore maple 
woods and mixed woods with an incredible variety of 
species that in autumn create multi-coloured patches 
of colour.
An appointment that lovers of woodland flora will not 
want to miss is the springtime blossoming of cuckoo 
flowers, snowdrops, scilla and crested larks that bloom 
under beech trees, before the leaves on the crowns 
open and shade the underwood. 
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This is one of the most important wetland areas of Europe 
and the largest in Italy. It boasts great biodiversity, making it 
a haven for naturalists, biologists, tourists and birdwatchers. 
The park is organised into 6 territorial environments, 
known as “stations”, and always offers a spectacle to those 
who chose to visit it, even just once. The southern station 
is Cervia Salt Mine, a very interesting natural environment 
and landscape. Po Delta Park is home to the Argenta Eco-
Museum, which is made up of three different sections; the 
Museum of the Valleys of Argenta, the Reclamation Museum 
and the Municipal Museum. 

3.
Po Delta Park

The thrill 
of birdwatching

Fragrances, colours and flavours: birdwatching is 
the most thrilling way to make contact with the 
nature of the Po Delta Park, which is so varied and 
so alive it lingers long in the memory of any visitor. 
Po Delta Park extends for 54,000 hectares, in 9 
different municipalities in the Provinces of Ferrara 
and Ravenna. The environments that comprise it 
are very varied and range from the remains of sand 
dunes along some coastal stretches, to the green 
expanse of Mesola Wood, from the fascinating 
nature trails along its rivers to the ancient pine 
forests, from the never-ending expanses of brackish 
waters in the Valleys of Comacchio and Sacca di Goro 
to the freshwater valleys of Argenta and Ostellato, 
areas where numerous species of birds find food and 
shelter. 
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Mesola Wood Nature Reserve,
a woodland treasure

Mesola Wood Nature Reserve, which covers a 
total area of 1,058 hectares, is one of the last and 
best-preserved remains of a flatland wood, the 
legacy of the ancient forests that could be found all 
along the Adriatic coast until just a few centuries 
ago. Mesola Wood is a nature reserve where it is 
possible to observe the last remaining specimen of 
the autochthonous and protected dune deer: it is 
not unusual to hear the deer bellowing, which often 
turns into an unforgettable concert. 

The Valleys of Comacchio, where nature 
embraces man

Comacchio and its valleys share an intense and 
fascinating bond that nobody can escape: what remains 
of a complex of almost 11,000 hectares, gradually 
reduced following reclamation, and areas of brackish 
water dedicated to fishing, into which saltwater from 
the sea or freshwater from the river flow. 
Boscoforte Peninsula pushes out into the Valleys 
of Comacchio from the left bank of the River Reno 
and thanks to the presence of both freshwater and 

brackish water, it features very diverse natural 
environments. Its inhabitants include wild Delta/
Camargue horses and numerous species of birds. 
In fact, thanks to its prime location and structural 
characteristics, Boscoforte attracts rich and varied 
birdlife.  



52 53

4.
Underground

Towards the Inferno 
of Onferno Caves

Onferno Caves are an extremely important karstic 
complex comprehensively explored from a scientific 
point of view in 1916. The site is called Onferno, a name 
that replaced the ancient one of Infernum or Inferno in 
1810.  Its original name evoked the peculiar nature of 
this place: the presence, under the rocky spur on which 
the village stands, of a complex of caves that extend for 
over 850 metres in the bowels of the chalky outcrop of 
the Conca Valley.
These beautiful caves are part of an equally interesting 
natural context that has been protected since 1991 
following establishment of the Onferno Orientated 
Nature Reserve. Its unusual landscape can be 
appreciated by walking along the many paths and trails 
that cross it. 
However, the key to this place are the over 6,000 bats, 
belonging to at least 6 different species, that populate 
the underground environments. 

The Orientated 
Nature Reserve

The Reserve covers a total of 274 hectares of 
outstanding natural beauty that also boasts the 
presence of natural caves that extend for over 850 
metres. It is protected because of its undeniable 
naturalistic importance, given the presence of dense 
and rich vegetation, rare wild fauna and a geology 
closely linked to the area’s chalky outcrops and ravines. 
It is a territory that is ideal for excursions - on foot, by 
bicycle or on horseback, along the marked pathways 
that cross it - to enjoy the marvellous nature and 
landscape.
More adventurous visitors can enjoy an underground 
trip into the chalk caves, accompanied by one of the 
Reserve’s experienced guides.

Did you know?

Natural caves and caves created by man, 
like those in Santarcangelo, are proof of a 
mysterious, underground history where 
cavities, wells, culverts and tunnels form 
another city under the one on the surface that 
many are totally unaware of. Numerous caves 
have been created as cellars for storing wine.
Not to be missed is a visit to the monumental 
public cave, where expert guides accompany 
visitors, narrating ancient legends and exciting 
stories; it is impossible not to be seduced 
by the sense of mystery at every turn in this 
fascinating labyrinth.
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The spectacle 
of Vena del Gesso Romagnola Regional Park

A silvery-grey ridge that dreams are made of: Vena 
del Gesso Romagnola Regional Park is an unmissable 
experience that spans from Sillaro Valley as far as 
Brisighella, in the Lamone Valley. This is the most 
important chalky outcrop in Italy that stretches for 
25 km and is an average of a kilometre and a half wide. 
The area boasts unusual karstic morphologies, such 
as sinkholes, dolines, blind valleys and endless caves, 
including many “abysses”.

Discovering 
Carnè Park 

Without doubt, one of the most beautiful areas of 
the Vena del Gesso Romagnola is Carnè Park, which 
was established in 1971 by the Province of Ravenna 
and the Municipalities of Faenza and Brisighella. The 
landscape is typically karstic and of particular natural 
interest. It features a succession of grassy dolines 
that alternate with small woods and cliffs. Worth 
mentioning are the “Pilate’s Washbowl” dolines, at 
the foot of Mount Rontana, the twin dolines in Faenza 
Abyss and the small one known as the “Owl’s Doline”. 
The area boasts many tree species and it comes alive in 
spring when magnificent protected species, including 
dog-tooth violets and orchids, blossom spectacularly. 
Throughout the summer and until autumn, Carnè Park 
hosts a series of interesting initiatives designed for 
people of all ages, from young children through to the 
elderly.  
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The hospitality
of culture

It was Dante, the “Supreme Poet”, who first sung the 
praises of Romagna, where he wrote the entire Divine 
Comedy. A land of beauty and passion, the greatest 
poets were drawn to it, and in their rhymes and tercets 
they painted the most beautiful and memorable 
pictures of it.

Along the hills that overlook the sea, Giovanni Pascoli’s 
Romagna solatia is a thoroughfare of monuments and 
artefacts that are a testament to the thousands of 
years of history that characterise all the main towns 
and priceless treasures of a culture that is more alive 
and thriving than ever. 

Cinema, theatre, poetry and many 
Renaissance history trails: 
welcome to the land where culture, too, 
has a surprising, ever-refined flavour.

«Sitteth the city, wherein I was born, 
upon the sea-shore where the Po descends  
to rest in peace with all his retinue…» 

(Inferno, Canto V, 97-99)

From the fascinating and captivating Rimini of Federico 
Fellini, who described its beauty as though it were a 
soft and sensuous woman, to the views of Ferrara that 
inspired Michelangelo Antonioni and all his cinema 
imagery, Romagna is a cinema under the stars.
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1.
A Renaissance 
soul 

An explosion of life and art, the heart of the Renaissance  
in Romagna was Rimini, thanks to the works 
commissioned by Sigismondo Pandolfo Malatesta, 
whose brief, yet intense dominion brought together the 
greatest artists of the times from Piero della Francesca 
to Leon Battista Alberti.
Castel Sismondo and the Malatesta Temple still 
speak to us today of the fervour of those years, which 
influenced nearby towns like Cesena and Forlì.

Leonardo Da Vinci, 
a timeless genius 

The person who best represents the spirit of the 
Renaissance, Leonardo Da Vinci, lived in this land of sun 
and sea for various months, working in Rimini, Cesena, 
Cesenatico, Faenza and Imola.  
Commissioned by the commander Cesare Borgia, 
he delved with great technical skill into studying the 
fortifications, which led him to drawing up a map 
of Imola, designing Cesenatico Canal Harbour, and 
creating a map of Romagna. 
In his Notebook, which today is listed as Code L in 
the Institut de France Library in Paris, he jotted down 
thoughts, feelings, ideas and sketches.
His drawings tell the story of Romagna farmers drying 
grapes to preserve them in winter.

In the footsteps
of the Supreme Poet, Dante

From Tuscany to Romagna, the exile of the Supreme 
Poet became the inspiration for his complete work, the 
Divine Comedy, which was begun in Forlì and finished in 
Ravenna, where he died.
A journey through his life more than a cultural journey: 
the places that are dedicated to him, like the Museum, 
the Tomb, and the Basilica of Saint Francis, house the 
memory of the last years of his life.
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Free flowing words that move the spectators, surprising 
them each time, and enveloping them in a warm 
embrace: that is the beauty of the theatre, and towns 
in Romagna number many theatres. From the Bonci in 
Cesena to the Comunale in Ferrara, from the Massari 
in San Giovanni in Marignano to the refurbished Galli 
in Rimini: operas, ballets and masterpieces in prose are 
our daily pride and joy.

2.
An open air stage  

The jewels 
of Rimini’s theatre

Destroyed by the bombings of World War II and having 
undergone lengthy restoration, the Amintore Galli 
theatre in Rimini was brought back to life at the end of 
2018 and handed back to the city in all its historic and 
cultural splendour. 
It is a veritable jewel in the heart of the city with 
its majestic nineteenth-century architecture and 
findings that came to light during the restoration work: 
eighteenth-century town ovens, a city quarter from the 
Middle Ages, a burial complex, and lastly the remains of 
Roman houses known as domus. 

The town theatre, 
the pearl of Ferrara 

A perfect example of the structure known as the 
“Italian style theatre”, the Town Theatre in Ferrara 
was inaugurated in 1798. The horseshoe shape of 
the theatre, the absence of tiered steps and the very 
deep stage blend harmoniously with the frescoes that 
decorate the ceiling and the stalls. In 2014, it was 
dedicated to the memory of Claudio Abbado, who was 
its art director for many years.

Did you know?

Angelo Mariani Theatre, in the 
old town of Sant’Agata Feltria, is 
a veritable jewel, which, from the 
“cavea” to the supporting columns 
of the stage is entirely made of 
wood. Beauty and grace act as 
a backdrop to the old building, 
which was constructed at the 
beginning of the 17th century. 
The theatre has always worked 
throughout the years, and in 
1992 the RAI recorded part of 
the Divine Comedy in it, read by 
the great actor Vittorio Gassman 

(“Gassman legge Dante”).  Close 
by, on the peak of Mount Sasso del 
Lupo, stands impressive Fregoso 
Fortress, which was built around 
1000 A.D. In addition to housing 
documents from the historical 
archive of the parish of Sant’Agata 
furniture and rare objects form 
the early 900’s, and a collection of 
graphic art work, it is also called 
“Rocca delle Fiabe” (the Fortress 
of Fairy tales) as it leads the visitor 
on an immersive exhibition of 
classic, traditional fairy tales.
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Being born by the sea or surrounded by the beauty of art leaves a mark on 
your skin and courses through your veins. Federico Fellini and his Rimini, 
and the refined eye of Michelangelo Antonioni on his hometown of Ferrara 
introduced the beauty of Romagna to the world.

3.
Romagna, 
a cinema that brings dreams 
to life 

Dreaming with Fellini

The scent of the sea blends with that of a dream: in Fellini’s 
dream-like Rimini everything becomes imagination 
and storytelling, from the narrow streets of Borgo San 
Giuliano, where the filmmaker spent his childhood, to 
the Fulgor Cinema, where he fell in love with cinema 
itself, to the Grand Hotel, an unforgettable setting in the 
masterpiece Amarcord, which won an Oscar in 1975. 
Every street speaks of the great maestro, even the most 
hidden corner, where the voices and sounds of town feasts 
still echo along with the sounds of the gatherings of the 
“Fascist Saturdays”, of the blind player, of the voluptuous 
woman seeking a husband, of the local madman, and of 
his town quarter, which is so full of life and poetry.

The Po Delta 
in Antonioni’s heart

Silent, yet ever able to amaze with its beauty, with its 
uncontaminated nature and enveloping sunsets, the Po 
Delta is the protagonist of many films by Michelangelo 
Antonioni, who was born in Ferrara, where he spent the 
most peaceful days of his life.
The views of his birth town act as a backdrop to stories 
that are skilfully recounted by the filmmaker, now 
considered one of the masters of contemporary cinema. 
His unmistakable style and absolute rigour create 
pure poetry in the film ”Al di là delle nuvole” (Beyond 
the clouds) directed with the German filmmaker Wim 
Wenders, whose setting is, as ever, his beloved Ferrara. 
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The land of rhymes and light-hearted verses, expanses 
of sonnets and rivers of poems, Romagna is poetry itself. 
Everywhere the echoes of Giovanni Pascoli’s poem 
“little child” are still heard, along with the rugged dialect 
of Tonino Guerra, the rigour of the Neoclassicism of 
Vincenzo Monti, and the wonderful Corto Maltese, the 
cynical, yet ever loyal imaginary character by Rimini-
born Hugo Pratt, one of the world’s leading cartoonists!  

4. 
From the sea to the mountains, 
where everything is poetry 

«Romagna, the sunny and gentle land,
governed by the Guidi and Malatesta;
and dominated by the Passator cortese,
the king of the roads and of the forrest. »

(Giovanni Pascoli, 
«Romagna (to Severino)», from Myricae.)

Hand in hand 
with Pascoli’s “little child”

Giovanni Pascoli’s poetic strength lies in his bond 
with his land. He was born and grew up in San Mauro 
di Romagna, which today houses the Casa Pascoli 
Museum. A safe nest in which to preserve his bond 
with his nearest and dearest for a short, yet intense 
time, the Romagna extolled by Pascoli is represented 
by the child’s leap, his capacity to feel amazement for 
nature; playing is seen as a way to approach life in a 
vortex of emotions that have an evocative strength 
that surprises us to this day.  

Dialect, 
a poetic delight 

There is no poetry in Romagna without dialect, the 
language which in the second half of the 20th century 
broke the mould of the flowery language used until then, 
and created verses that to this day are a fundamental 
part of our culture. 
We owe a lot to Tonino Guerra, who was bold enough 
to approach poetry with the language of comedy, and 
who paved the way for other great poets of this gentle 
land such as Raffaello Baldini and Gianni Fucci. 
A great friend of Federico Fellini’s, Tonino Guerra wrote 
the scripts for the great maestro’s most renowned films. 

Did you know?

A walk through the streets of 
Pennabilli is a must, with the 
poetic atmosphere they afford. 
This is in fact the place where the 
poet and screenwriter Tonino 
Guerra chose to reside. From his 
home-town of Santarcangelo, 
where he was born in 1920, as a 
lad, he would often move to this 
town in Romagna with his parents, 
who were merchants. From the 
moves described in his poetry, 
and from his fruitful creativity, 
places were born that still bear his 
unmistakable mark; places that 
are full of memories, imagination 
and evocative images.
I luoghi dell’anima (The places of 
the soul), is an open air museum 

that winds down from Pennabilli
to the Upper part of the Marecchia 
Valley. If you want to know 
everything about the great 
master, you can visit “Il Mondo 
di Tonino Guerra” (The World of 
Tonino Guerra) a Museum that is 
entirely dedicated to the poet, in 
the vaults of the “Oratorio della 
Misericordia” (Chapel of Mercy) 
close to his home. It houses his 
films, works of art and writings.  
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Two thousand 
years of history 

In this sun-kissed land, the Roman Empire with a 
“western flavour” set its roots. Among findings and 
traces of ancient architecture we still perceive the 
echo of the splendour of the capital Ravenna and of a 
Rimini that was the hub of commerce and connections 
with Rome, along which remarkable “flowers” and 
great authors of Latin literature were born: Sarsina, 
the land of the great poet and playwright Titus Maccius 
Plautus, and Bagno di Romagna, a place where to this 
day the spa waters are synonymous with beauty and 
relaxation. 

With over 22 centuries of history, what is an 
international tourist destination today, the town 
that was once called Ariminum was the junction of 
important roads that linked the north to the centre of 
Italy. Rimini was, in fact, the protagonist of two great 
works commissioned by the Senate in Rome, two 
consular roads: the via Flaminia and the via Emilia. 
The first one connects Rome to Rimini, and ends at the 
Arch of Augustus. While the via Emilia starts at Tiberius 
Bridge and extends as far as Piacenza for 262 km, 
crossing the greatest wonders of the region.

The land of kings and emperors. It was in the very 
heart of Romagna that the New Roman Empire was 
born, when Julius Caesar, the de facto emperor, 
crossed the Rubicon River, creating a net division 
between history up to then, and what was to follow.

“Let us advance whither the prodigies 
of the gods and the injustice 
of our enemies call us. 
Let the die be cast!”

Gaius Julius Caesar

When the period of the kings began, after the last 
emperor Romulus Augustulus was deposed, Theodoric 
the Great chose Ravenna as capital of the Empire. The 
memory of those years of lively political, social and 
economic activity is preserved in the monuments of the 
city, which are part of the World Heritage Sites today.
The memory of those years of lively political, social and 
economic activity is preserved in the monuments of the 
city, which are part of the World Heritage Sites today. 
Mosaics, paintings and majestic palaces tell us of a 
lively city in whose streets you could encounter Popes 
and Emperors, and Kings and Queens; a city with an 
oriental flavour, which amazes us to this day with its 
refined beauty.
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A forward-looking politician and military strategist, 
Julius Caesar’s proud, brave personality blends 
perfectly with the temperament of the people of 
Romagna, which is tenacious and full of vitality. It all 
began by the Rubicon, the river that the commander 
had the daring to cross, thus entering the lands of Rome 
returning from Cisalpine Gaul: on 10th January 49 B.C. 
to the cry of “Alea iacta est” Julius Caesar made history, 
turning Romagna into the beating heart of the empire.

1.
“The die is cast”, in the 
footsteps of Julius Caesar 

The “Urgòn” 
the protagonist of history 

The crossing of the Rubicon has always been shrouded 
in a halo of fascination and mystery: the exact place has 
often been the subject of research, and there have been 
many disputes as to which river was crossed by Caesar. 
Today, the most credited hypothesis is that the area is 
in Calisese, part of Cesena, on whose narrow country 
roads a bust of Julius Caesar has reminded us for 
centuries of his famous battle cry. Moreover, nearby, a 
sign on a bridge that was blown up by the Germans in 
October 1944 states that this is “the historic Rubicon 
River (Urgòn)”.

Caput viarum, 
Ariminum “in the heart”  

Wandering around the streets, memories, and great 
monuments: there is nothing better than to wander 
through the history of Rimini and look towards the 
Arch, which Augustus had built in 27 B.C., a testament 
to a city that was open to other peoples, and sip an 
excellent Sangiovese. While from Tiberius Bridge, 
which was built in 14 A.C. according to the wishes of 
Augustus, you can look towards the sea. Ariminum has 
been enriched by the unearthing of a small Pompei with 
the finding of the Domus of the Surgeon, which you can 
visit in Piazza Ferrari, with wall mosaics, and the richest 
and most complete set of surgical tools from the Roman 
world. 
In the forum of Piazza Tre Martiri you can feel the 
heartbeat of a powerful, thriving town; along the via 
Emilia you can head towards modern Mediolanum, and 
along via Flaminia you can already perceive the heat of 
the Eternal City.     

Did you know?

The Domus of the Surgeon in Rimini 
preserves the memory and story of a 
doctor, a kind man, as the inscription 
on the wall of his bedroom states, 
“Eutyches homo bonus”, who arrived 
from the lands of the East, and who 
treated all his patients with great 
skill. There is an entire collection 
of surgical tools with unique pieces 
like the spoon of Diocles, which bear 
witness to the skill and dedication 
of this man, who devoted his life to 
healing others. 
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The Roman Empire was not just synonymous with might; it was also extremely vast, 
to the extent that the name “Mare Nostrum” was coined to indicate how far its 
dominion extended:  the Italian Peninsula, the Balkans and Anatolia, the coasts of 
Spain and North Africa… the borders of ancient Rome seemed never to end. Ready 
to challenge the seas and defend the borders from outside attacks, the impressive 
naval fleet guided by Octavian Augustus, who chose Ravenna and the Port of Classe 
as a base, controlled the inner area of the Eastern Mediterranean.

On the waves 
of the Adriatic 

The dream of many youngsters was to become a sailor 
of the Classis Ravennatis, the imperial fleet of Octavian 
Augustus who found a haven in the Port of Classe. 
Brave and tireless, from the port they would look to the 
sea, which seemed to join the land in a dance of waves 
and sand dunes. Sailors from all over the world, seeds 
and wine, villas and noble dwellings, Latin, Greek and 
Persian: everything flowed into a single echo of the sea, 
offering a spectacle of bustling and lively daily life.

The courage 
of the young Capito 

On that day, the Adriatic surprised all the sailors with 
very high and mighty waves that crashed against the 
ships. Prayers and tears served no good; the sea became 
so rough that it tore the ships apart. On one of them, 
the liburna “Aurata”, because they said that it shone 
on the sea, the young Capito, drifted for days in the 
freezing waters, carried by the current until his death in 
the Mare Nostrum, which became his tomb. “A Capito, 
optio della liburna Aurata” states the headstone that is 
dedicated to him, and for the people of Romagna it is 
still moving to see the image of this brave young man in 
Classis Museum in Ravenna.

2.
Mare Nostrum, 
the power of the Empire
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In Romagna everything speaks of ancient Rome: the monuments tell us of 
its greatness, the buildings are a testament to its power, the walls and the 
timeless treasures testify to its creative spirit. Here, where the sea meets 
the land, we absorb the feeling of greatness from birth, when they tell us 
that ours was a land of revolutions and courage, and of the union of peoples.

The splendour
of mosaics

Ravenna affords the timeless beauty of the Domus 
of Stone Carpets, one of the most important 
archaeological sites in Italy to be discovered in recent 
decades. The domus is inside the eighteenth-century 
Church of Sant’ Eufemia, in a large underground area 
which is located around 3 metres below the road 
surface: there are 14 areas which are paved with multi-
coloured mosaics and marble taken from a private 
Byzantine building of the 5th-6th century.  The beauty 
of the mosaics stands out with geometrical, floral and 
figurative decorations that are considered unique such 
as the “Dance of the Genies of the Four Seasons”, a very 
rare representation that portrays the Genies dancing 
in a circle, and the figure of the “Good Shepherd”, 
portrayed in an original way which is different from the 
usual Christian representation.

3.
Rome, Romagna, 
vestiges of beauty 

You will know right away when you are in Ravenna, as 
it is impossible not to walk with your head turned up, 
enchanted by the Starry Sky commissioned by Galla 
Placidia, by the mosaics and marble decorations of 
the Domus of Stone Carpets, by the golden apse of 
Sant’Apollinare, and the grandeur of the Mausoleum of 
Theodoric. A Byzantine soul floats through the narrow 
streets of this city, where, if you listen carefully, you can 
still hear the voice of Justinian in all its might. 
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Ravenna, 
a jewel in Romagna 

Romagna is a land brimming with natural and 
artistic masterpieces.  The first capital of the 
Kingdom of Italy thanks to Justinian, who turned it 
into a flourishing city on a par with Constantinople, 
Ravenna preserves many treasures of Byzantine 
art. This period marked a momentous turning point 
in how reality was represented in the artistic sphere, 
clearly setting itself apart from the interpretation 
given by classical Rome. Reaching beyond nature, 
breaking every mould, enveloped in the purest 
shimmer of gold, the whole of Ravenna speaks of 
experiences that are beyond the human dimension. 

A precious 
UNESCO World Heritage Site 

They say beauty never dies, and that, to the contrary, 
it can strongly affect the observer, who may even feel 
bewildered by it, which is what you may experience 
when you admire the Mausoleum of Galla Placidia, 
the Arian and Orthodox Baptisteries, the Basilica of 
San Vitale, the Basilica of Sant’Apollinare Nuovo, the 
Basilica in Classe, and the Mausoleum of Theodoric.
A UNESCO World Heritage Site, and the pride and joy 
of Romagna, Ravenna and its surrounding areas have 
always thrived on art and beauty. 

A place to meet and relax in even more than a place 
of wellbeing and rest, the Roman baths were like a 
city within a city, bringing together men and women, 
the rich and the poor, who, at different times and in 
different areas, would indulge in a relaxing bath with 
bare feet. 
And it is still a pleasure today to bathe in these waters 
in the Spas in Castrocaro, Fratte or Bagno di Romagna, 
experiencing the feelings of 2000 years ago.  

Did you know?

The Archaeological Museum in 
Sarsina is the most important in 
northern Italy due to the richness 
and variety of objects that it 
houses. The material exhibited 
covers a stretch of time spanning 
from Prehistory to late antiquity, 
but it focuses mostly on the 
Roman Period. The exhibition 
numbers many statues of Eastern 
Gods, and of the many priceless 
multi-coloured floor mosaics, “The 
Triumph of Dionysus” deserves 
special attention. The collection 
of objects as a whole presents 
an overall understanding of the 
ancient history of Sarsina, the land 
of the Roman playwright Plautus.

4.
A warm embrace 
lasting 2000 years
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To the rhythm 
of music

In the land of endless hills beats a heart of rock & roll 
that means freedom - noise that becomes sound, the 
moon that gives way to the sun, the desire to go further 
and discover in others someone with whom to share 
the thrill of a concert or the adrenalin of engines. 

On roads filled with lights and colours, all types of 
music resonate: from famous singer-songwriters to 
street artists, it is impossible not to be overwhelmed 
by the notes and that beat that only a rock & roll soul 
can feel. 

And where sound becomes noise, you can hear the 
roar of engines, because here in Romagna we learn 
to do wheelies before we learn to walk! The land that 
gave the world Marco Simoncelli and other great 
motorcycling talents is Riders’ Land, home of the Grand 
Prix of San Marino and the Riviera of Rimini. 

“Steve McQueen was someone who used to 
compete in motor races with one foot in plaster and 
win them. That’s rock & roll!” (Vasco Rossi)
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From Ferrara to Cattolica, nights in Romagna come to life throughout the 
year with their own colours, made up of music, dancing and parties for 
all ages. Music that warms the cold winter nights, whilst summer sunsets 
dissolve into unrestrained dancing on the beach until dawn.

1.
All the colours 
of the night

The key players 
of every event

Romagna is the loud rippling of the sea, the reassuring 
melody of the hills and the silent echoing of the 
mountains. Jazz, rock, punk and DJ sets, every event 
becomes an unforgettable celebration.  

Music beyond 
the darkness 

The moon in Romagna is particularly beautiful when it 
looks at itself frivolously in the sea, from where music 
echoes to illuminate every night, tearing through the 
dark to make way for all those who want to dance and 
sing songs, sometimes off-key, sometimes making up 
the words, but always full of life and fun. 
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Musicians, poets, dreamers, laid-back by nature, music flowing through our 
veins. Romagna welcomes top international events, where every concert is 
an opportunity to feel part of an unforgettable party. This is living rock & 
roll; the only way the people of Romagna know how. 

2.
The notes 
of Romagna

A love 
for every tune

Where there is music there are no barriers; where 
there is music there are contaminations and every soul 
can find a home in this land of sea and hills. Pop, rap, 
jazz and classical, music is overwhelming, offering us 
new and exhilarating tunes and melodies. 

Dancing barefoot 
on the beach

Some live listening to music, others listen to music to feel 
alive. On the beach, our feet covered in sand, regardless 
of whether its night or day, staring at the sun that turns 
into the moon. Music is warm with nature and the beach 
welcomes the night with all its lights and notes. 
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For the people of Romagna the roar of the engine is the music that makes 
the soul vibrate. The acrid and intense smell of petrol, dirty hands covered 
in oil and grease; this is a mood that shakes us up, it intoxicates us, that 
sense of freedom that makes you feel alive on every road ridden.  

3.
The roar
of the engines

A land 
of champions

Romagna is a cradle of great talents, free spirits who, 
with passion and determination, have become the 
champions of two wheels. The champions of tomorrow, 
who find their baptismal font in the Riders’ Land, know 
this well: if everything is under control, you are going 
too slow.

A passion 
that unites 

The roar of engines, rallies and competitions are a 
colourful whirlwind of emotions. A passion that unites, 
food that becomes an excuse for a party, in Romagna 
every event is an ode to joy and every hairpin bend and 
curve satisfies the desire for adventure. 
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Walking peacefully and suddenly hearing that melody 
that speaks straight to the heart, hurling words and 
images of a distant memory or a past emotion towards 
it: in the city, at the seaside or in the hills, every road in 
Romagna becomes a stage on which to perform.

4.
On the road,
a passion for art

Art 
on the road

Living rock, being free. There is nothing more liberating 
than the road, where young talents, some local, others 
from further afield, choose to perform, offering the 
beauty of their art to those who stop, even for just a 
moment, to listen to them. Just like at Ferrara Buskers 
Festival, the international event dedicated to street 
musicians, where performers from around the world 
come together to party. 

Did you know?

Every June since 1997 Pennabilli 
has hosted the ‘Artisti in Piazza’ 
International Festival for the 
Performing Arts. 
From the very first editions, the 
event had proved to be one of the 
most important multidisciplinary 
festivals in Italy. Over the four-day 
event, the old town centre of 
Pennabilli hosts performances 
by 60 international companies - 
theatre, music, nouveau cirque, 
dance, puppet theatre and all the 
forms of performance that can be 
reproduced outdoors - making the 
small town truly enchanting.
About 400 repeat performances in 
the streets, squares and gardens 
of the mediaeval village with 
thousands of spectators from all 
over Europe. 

Did you know?

‘Santarcangelo dei Teatri’ organises 
the oldest Italian festival dedicated 
to contemporary scenic arts. Since 
1971 when it began, Santarcangelo 
Festival has been very international 
in terms of artistic presences and 
the relationship with the town’s 
public spaces and its citizens. All 
throughout the year, spectators 
can enjoy remarkable artistic 
and cultural events, but it is in 
July, during the 10-day summer 
event, that the festival proposes 
an explosion of art and beauty 
with artists, creations, shows, 
seminars, workshops and meetings 
creating a temporary community of 
performers, citizens and spectators. 
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The world’s 
largest 
restaurant

Say piada and Romagna immediately springs to mind. 
It is a simple dish that narrates the fragrances and that 
sense of freedom only piadina eaten looking out to sea 
can give you. With fish, meat or vegetables, piadina is 
always the mainstay of our cuisine. 

We enjoy all kinds of seafood, cappelletti and passatelli 
are a passion we are born with, as is soft Squacquerone 
cheese and we adore smooth, full-bodied wines. In 
summer, sunset on the beach is a magical moment 
when, with friends, you can enjoy piping-hot grilled 
sardines wrapped in greaseproof paper.

In Romagna, every day is the start of a journey through 
delicious flavours and fragrances.

Land and sea, tradition and innovation; 
in Romagna, food means friendship and fun. 
At our table there is always room for those 
who want to discover the flavours of this land.
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The sea provides, it is generous and the Adriatic never 
ceases to surprise us with its excellent oily fish, the 
star of many of Romagna’s fish dishes. Grilled, fried, 
in risottos or soups, we love to enjoy it in all its many 
facets!

1.
The sea 
on the table

All the sea’s 
nuances at the table

Some run along the beach, some enjoy the charming 
sunset, others simply listen to the sound of the sea: 
the coast of Romagna is always ready to share its 
precious fruits with everyone. The strong flavour of 
Cervia mussels, piping-hot risotto with Goro clams, 
strozzapreti pasta with mantis shrimp… in this huge 
and varied restaurant, the sea is the key player. 

From the sea to the Valleys, 
the intense flavour of eels

From the Sargasso Sea, after a journey that can last 
years, eels are drawn to the Valleys of Comacchio in 
late winter or spring. A cyclic migration that has been 
repeated for thousands of years and that has led the 
inhabitants of the valleys to invent simple but effective 
traps to dam them in when they have reached maturity 
and they are extremely flavoursome. 
This should suffice to imagine their strong and intense 
flavour, but it is in soups or marinated that they really 
excite those who decide to try them at least once in 
their lifetime. Did you know?

The sounds of the Riviera give 
way to hilly landscapes and 
the rediscovery of the genuine 
flavours of our land. Welcoming 
visitors is the real azdora 
romagnola who reveals all the 
tricks to preparing the perfect 
piadina, coarse pastry or filled 
fresh egg pasta. 
The azdora or arzdora is the 
real backbone of the family and 
unsurprisingly, if we look through 
a dictionary of local dialect, we 
discover that this term means 
supporter, housewife, she who 
supervises the house keeping. 

Did you know?

Comacchio, or “little Venice” as it 
is sometimes known, is a delightful 
lagoon town. Walking along its canals, 
visitors come across delightful floating 
restaurants, authentic terrace-boats 
where they can enjoy delicious dishes 
in a magical atmosphere. On the 
sumptuously laid table, the dish typical 
of Ferrara triumphs: eel, cooked in a 
multitude of different ways to satisfy 
all tastes.
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Forlimpopoli, the cradle of Italian cuisine, the birthplace of Pellegrino 
Artusi, gourmet, writer and literary critic, author of “Science in the Kitchen 
and the Art of Eating Well”, the book that in 1891 was a real watershed in 
the gastronomic culture of the era.
A mosaic of regional traditions that Pellegrino Artusi was able to promote 
as national gastronomic tradition: the father of Italian cuisine just had to 
have Romagna blood coursing through his veins!

2.
The origins 
of Italian cuisine: 
Pellegrino Artusi

From Pellegrino Artusi 
to award-winning chefs

Artusi’s cultural and gastronomic heritage embraces 
the whole of Romagna. One particular example is Casa 
Artusi, the centre for gastronomic culture dedicated to 
Italian home cooking.
Our culinary tradition consists above all in training and 
the noble art of cookery is now, more than ever, one of 
our excellences thanks to numerous award-winning 
chefs that prepare dishes with great skill and passion.

The hills, 
the sea and show cooking

Everywhere you go in Romagna you will find show 
cooking events, cookery workshops and culinary 
entertainment: the flavours of the land and sea, skilfully 
prepared by our award-winning chefs, whilst farmers 
and wine producers propose their choice produce to 
all those who would never forego delightful flavour 
experiences. To name just one, Al Mèni, is Romagna’s 
quintessential gastronomic event; set up thanks to 
chef Massimo Bottura, it combines the best of Italian 
culinary tradition with food sampling and unforgettable 
flavours. 
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3.
The soul 
of Romagna in a glass

Walking around 
the vineyards

There is so much beauty hidden in our vineyards, that 
seem to stretch for ever over the hills of Romagna, 
almost as if to express its wide, open spaces and 
sparkling air.
Our wines have always expressed who we are and it is 
fairly common to come across wine cellars and farms 
where visitors can join in the grape harvest or share the 
first taste of new wine.
A long tradition, now enriched thanks to new grape 
processing methods that have given us some select 
organic and biodynamic wines. 

A sip of Romagna

Rebola, present in the Rimini area since ancient 
times, was referred to as “Ruibola or Greco” in certain 
documents dating from 1378. It is a white grape variety 
from the Hellenic region and is akin to similar varieties 
found in central and southern Italy, like Greco or 
Grechetto.
In the past, Rebola was almost on the verge of 
disappearing in the Rimini area, but thanks to the 
commitment and hard work of local wine producers, 
in particular in the Coriano area, this light golden wine 
has been saved, consolidating its great potential.

“The real voice of my land is the one that lauds its wines”, claimed Tonino 
Guerra, lover of Sangiovese or Sanzvès as we say here in Romagna when 
we raise a toast with whoever comes to meet us. Because Sangiovese 
encapsulates all the flavour of Romagna: it is frank, exuberant, blunt, robust 
and welcoming, sometimes rough on the outside, but always sincere and 
delicate. The precious nectar of black grape varieties, extremely common 
throughout central Italy, perfect for serving with piping-hot meat sauces 
and enjoying with a delicious barbecue with friends. 
Sangiovese vines  thrive in Bertinoro, which is considered the capital of 
hospitality in Romagna, as represented by the Colonna degli Anelli (or 
“delle Anella”), which is made of white stone and bears witness to the 
warmth of the people of Bertinoro.
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Flavours and fragrances 
under the same sky

From international fairs, to traditional village food 
festivals, from dinners served in vineyards to show 
cooking events featuring award-winning chefs, our 
best flavour moments always come to life away from 
restaurants, on the street and squares, where we come 
together to warmly toast each other and share the 
flavours of our land under a sky filled with a thousand 
stars.

In Romagna it is easy to find yourself eating in company: 
a slap on the shoulder, a cheery greeting, the invitation 
to join the table as piadina gets passed from hand 
to hand. From the sea to the mountains, discovering 
villages, hills and forgotten landscapes, events like 
Romagna Osteria become a veritable journey of the 
senses, where the skills of our chefs combine with the 
surrounding nature and environment. 

4.
Add a place 
at the table

Food means company and in Romagna there is always 
a place at the table. The fragrances of the sea and 
the countryside would be simple dishes to enjoy if 
we were not in such great company. It is a knowing 
smile, a sincere embrace that makes them a unique 
and unforgettable experience, thanks also to award-
winning chefs and experienced local women or adzore. 
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Throughout Romagna, 
visitors can head to IAT Offices 
(Tourism Board Offices) 
for information, including 
pamphlets and leaflets on events, 
transport and resources 
available on the territory, 
and can make bookings 
at IAT-R Offices.

PROVINCE OF FERRARA

ARGENTA (IAT)
Piazza Marconi 1, Argenta
T +39 0532 330276  F +39 0532 330291  e-mail iatargenta@comune.argenta.fe.it

CENTO (IAT)
Via XXV Aprile 11, Cento
T +39 051 6843334  F +39 051 6843398  e-mail informaturismo@comune.cento.fe.it

ABBAZIA POMPOSA (IAT)
Via Pomposa Centro 1, Codigoro
T +39 0533 719110  F +39 0533 719110  e-mail iat.pomposa@comune.codigoro.fe.it

COMACCHIO (IAT-R)
Via Agatopisto 3, Comacchio
T +39 0533 314154  F +39 0533 319278  e-mail comacchio.iat@comune.comacchio.fe.it

FERRARA (IAT) CASTELLO ESTENSE
Largo Castello, Ferrara
T +39 0532 209370  e-mail infotur@comune.fe.it  web www.ferrarainfo.com

MESOLA (IAT) 
Piazza S. Spirito 3, Mesola
T +39 0533 993358  e-mail iat@comune.mesola.fe.it

PROVINCE OF FORLÌ-CESENA

BAGNO DI ROMAGNA (IAT)
Via Fiorentina 38, Bagno di Romagna
T +39 0543 911046  F +39 0543 911026  e-mail info@bagnodiromagnaturismo.it

BERTINORO (UIT)
Piazza della Libertà 9/C, Bertinoro
T +39 0543 469213  F +39 0543 444486  e-mail turismo@comune.bertinoro.fc.it 

CESENA (IAT-R)
Piazza del Popolo 9, Cesena
T +39 0547 356327  F +39 0547 356393  e-mail iat@comune.cesena.fc.it

CESENATICO (IAT-R)
Viale Roma 112, Cesenatico
T +39 0547 79435  F +39 0547 79404  e-mail iat@cesenatico.it
web www.cesenaticoedintorni.it

FORLÌ (IAT)
Piazzetta della Misura 5, Forlì
T +39 0543 712435  F +39 0543 712450  e-mail iat@comune.forli.fc.it

GATTEO A MARE (IAT)
Piazza della Libertà 10, Gatteo
T +39 0547 86083  F +39 0547 85393  e-mail iat@comune.gatteo.fc.it

PREDAPPIO (IAT)
Piazza Sant’Antonio 3, Predappio
T +39 0543 921766  F +39 0543 923417  e-mail urp@comune.predappio.fc.it

SAN MAURO MARE (IAT)
Via della Repubblica 8, San Mauro Pascoli
T +39 0541 346392  F +39 0541 324111  e-mail info@sanmauromare.net

PROVINCE OF RAVENNA

CERVIA (IAT-R)
Via Evangelisti 4, Cervia
T +39 0544 974400  F +39 0544 977194  e-mail iatcervia@cerviaturismo.it

FAENZA (IAT)
Voltone della Molinella 2, Faenza
T +39 0546 25231  F +39 0546 25231  e-mail info@prolocofaenza.it

RAVENNA CENTRO STORICO (IAT-R)
Piazza San Francesco 7, Ravenna
T +39 0544 35404  F +39 0544 546108  e-mail turismo@comune.ra.it

RIOLO TERME (IAT)
Corso Matteotti 40, Riolo Terme
T +39 0546 71044  F +39 0546 71932  e-mail iat.rioloterme@racine.ra.it

PROVINCE OF RIMINI

BELLARIA (IAT-R)
Via Leonardo Da Vinci 2, Bellaria Igea Marina
T +39 0541 343808  F +39 0541 345491  e-mail iat@comune.bellaria-igea-marina.rn.it

CATTOLICA VIA MANCINI (IAT)
Via Mancini 24, Cattolica
T +39 0541 966697  F +39 0541 966695  e-mail iat@cattolica.net

MISANO ADRIATICO (IAT)
Via Platani 22, Misano Adriatico
T +39 0541 615520  F +39 0541 613295  e-mail iat@comune.misano-adriatico.rn.it

RICCIONE PIAZZALE CECCARINI (IAT-R)
Piazzale Ceccarini 11, Riccione
T +39 0541 426050  F +39 0541 426080  e-mail iat@comune.riccione.rn.it

RIMINI MARE (IAT-R)
Piazzale Fellini 3, Rimini
T +39 0541 53399  F +39 0541 56598  e-mail fellini@visitrimini.com

RIMINI STAZIONE F.S. (IAT-R)
Piazzale Cesare Battisti 1, Rimini
T +39 0541 53399  F +39 0541 27927  e-mail stazione@visitrimini.com

RIMINI VISITOR CENTER
Corso d’Augusto 235, Rimini
T +39 0541 29833  e-mail ariminum@visitrimini.com
web www.riminiromana.it

SANTARCANGELO (IAT)
Via Cesare Battisti 5, Santarcangelo di Romagna
T +39 0541 624270  F +39 0541 622570   e-mail iat@comune.santarcangelo.rn.it

VERUCCHIO (IAT)
Piazza Malatesta 20, Verucchio
T +39 0541 670222  F +39 0541 673266  e-mail ufficioiat@prolocoverucchio.it

PENNABILLI (IAT)
Piazza Garibaldi 1, Pennabilli
T +39 0541 928659  F +39 0541 928659  e-mail info@pennabilliturismo.it

SAN LEO (IAT)
Piazza Dante Alighieri 14, San Leo
T +39 0541 916306  F +39 0541 926973  e-mail info@sanleo2000.it

www.visitromagna.it
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